MAY 2022 


INTERNATIONAL WORKERS DAY! 


MAY DAY 


May Day, the International Workers’ Day, is for working class 
celebration and solidarity with our fellow workers throughout the 
world. 


May Day began in 1886 following the brutal execution of four 
anarchists in Chicago for organising in the fight for the 
eight-hour day; it commemorates the organised working class 
using direct action in the struggle for a better world. Today, it’s 
an opportunity for us to remember struggles fought and victo- 
ries won; the perfect reminder that an injury to one is an injury 
to all. 


The global pandemic has illustrated the greatness within hu- 
manity: acts of kindness, solidarity and mutual aid. Scenes of 
class solidarity, horizontal forms of organising within our com- 
munities, our streets and our homes have demonstrated that a 
better way is not only possible but essential. Self-organised 
working class co-operation must not be forgotten amidst the at- 
tacks now unfolding as capital regroups to protect its profits in 
its own selfish interests. As revolutionary syndicalists we must 
commit ourselves to the class war as the bosses’ recession 
deepens; the battle is already raging with growing strikes and 
lengthening picket lines. The bosses have unleashed a further 
scramble for profits; price increases are forcing working class 
communities to choose between heating and eating as food 
bank demand spirals and political parties compete for poverty 
packages. 


The wars currently raging both East and West have stoked the 
fires of imperialist agendas, demanding us to take sides in yet 
another war in which only workers fill the graves whilst the mas- 
ters shelter in their estates, mansions and parliaments. The 
IWW maintains our opposition to all imperialist wars, where 
working-class people are sent off to slaughter each other. As a 
union created by and for workers, we must engage with all as- 
semblies in opposition to the war in Ukraine; there is no validity 
in supporting Putin or NATO. Both imperialist forces are locked 
in their games to deflect from the real issues of concern as 
workers struggle for better wages, health care, the right to a 
home and enough food just to survive. Migrant workers and ref- 
ugees are segregated into priorities only by the colour of their 
skin or ethnic origin as well as being used as a source of cheap 
labour. As revolutionary syndicalists, it is our belief that there 
should be no other war but class war! 


The evidence of climate change is all around us, the increasing 
destruction of our planet is impacting directly on the daily lives 
of our whole class. The unwillingness of governments to face 


head on this crisis of looming global disaster just proves that 
their only concern is profit, to perpetuate their greedy, illogical 
system. 


Capitalism is ruining the planet, our livelihoods, threatening our 
very existence. The neoliberal idea of a Green New Deal of ‘al- 
ternative ecologic transition’ ignores the reality that the planet’s 
resources are finite. Instead, it attempts to greenwash a system 
that’s killing us all. 


The climate emergency requires workers to organise globally 
and fight against the very interests that are causing it, the same 
interests responsible for the poverty and systemic racism suf- 
fered by those most socially and economically disadvantaged, 
with the least access to resources: communities of colour, immi- 
grants, and low-income workers. 


Grassroots and revolutionary unions are instrumental in organ- 
ising a workers’ based strategy to reduce the negative impact of 
industries that disproportionately affect working class communi- 
ties, whom they defend and represent. 


As we mark the 136th anniversary of the first May Day, it is vital 
that we continue that same struggle, to spread the ideas that 
first inspired those workers to found it, both inside and outside 
the workplace, in the communities we come from. The power of 
labour must be in the hands of the workers themselves, never 
diminished by reformist business unions, run by self-serving of- 
ficials and the political fronts that control them. 


Let’s reclaim the spirit of May Day - Make every day an 
International Day of Solidarity and Direct Action! 


IWW SOLIDARITY WITH MULTI = 
CULTURAL CENTRE IN BELFAST 


The Industrial Workers of the World stand 
in full solidarity with the Belfast Multi-cultur- 
al Association and all vulnerable groups 
that have been targeted in this latest racist 
attack on the Donegall Pass. 


efforts to rebuild. 


Work was completed on the roof on the 
Wednesday of the attack. 


BMCA 
@BMCA22881109 
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The roof reparation was completed 
on Wednesday, but last night we had 
a SECOND attack on the building. 
Our hopes and dreams went in flames 
yet again. At present we are not 
looking to speak to the media or any 
politicians. We don’t have the words. 
#|lslamophobia #FireBMCA 


The streets surrounding the BMCA building 


The BMCA works tirelessly to support Bel- 
fast’s Muslim and migrant populations as 
well as building bridges between communi- 
ties. 


The IWW and all anti-fascists in Belfast 
must stand together against the increas- 
ingly violent actions of fascists and racists 


That they have been targeted for a second 
time is nothing short of evil. 

in our city. 
Fifteen months ago racists burnt out the 
BMCA from their premises on the Donegall 
Pass in South Belfast. 


After massive public outcry nearly £72,000 
was raised to assist the BMCA in their 
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ONEWORLD ONE STRUGGLE 


Week of Action: April 27th - May 4th 
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#globalmayday2022 {iworldistruggle @GlobalMayDayNet 


INTERNATIONAL CALL FOR ACTION 


Worldwide we, the wage-related workers, are set in competition to 
support the additional value production. Regardless where we live, 
our gender / sex, nationality, we are interwoven in the same fight, if 
we want to or not. Budget cuts in social services, outsourcing, de- 
pressing wages, privatization, increasing costs of living as well as 
tuition fees and the destruction of natural recourses are just a few of 
the symptoms of the global economic system. 


A system that is based on exploitation and competition leads to 
commercialization of all aspects of our lives. We suffer from growing 
pressure to perform, separation, as well as the alienation of our 
needs and people, which we are working and living with. Be it at the 
workplace, university or increasingly even during childhood and 
youth. The logic of the market economy and the corresponding na- 
tion-state structures require that adaption to the dictate of competi- 


are plastered in the most vile, fascist pro- 
paganda and the real world consequences 
of this are being felt again today. 


An Injury to One is an Injury to All! 


@IWWBelfast 


tiveness and the value-added production take priority over the 
development of emancipatory capabilities. 


The introduction of a Universal Basic Income on the global level 
can be a first emancipatory step in overcoming wage labor rela- 
tions. We do not intend to simply disrupt; we seek to overcome. 


This year we draw attention to the ecological crisis we all face. A 
crisis brought about by the endless search for profit margins by 
capitalist interests. 


A crisis which will see wars raging worldwide, making the poor- 
est of us suffer the earliest and most. With the current modes of 
production and working practices controlled by the capitalist 
class overcoming this crisis is impossible. The global ecological 
crisis is an issue for the working class worldwide. There is no 
Earth 2.0. There is no reset option or escape plan. There is only 
the future. We have to decide, and it is in our hands as the work- 
ing class, if that future will be somewhere humans can live or 
not. 


Given the transnational nature of the capitalist system, it is nec- 
essary for workers to connect on the global level. 


By networking across borders, the global interconnections that 
shape our local conditions can be made visible. Furthermore it 
opens up new potentialities and scopes of action within the 
struggle against exploitation as well as precarious working and 
living conditions. The bargaining power of workers would in- 
crease tremendously, if we were to unite within the same val- 
ue-added chain. 


Especially in times of nationalism and racism, we seek the 
common struggle and resist being played off against each other. 


For a better life for all — across all borders! 


#globalmayday2022 
#1world1struggle 


‘Fruits of Labor’ explores the life of Ashley, 
a Mexican-American teenager living in an 
agricultural town on the central coast of 
California, who dreams of graduating from 
high school and going to college. 


But when ICE raids threaten her family, 

Ashley is forced to become the breadwin- 
ner, working days in the strawberry fields 
and nights at a food processing company. 


globalmayday.net 
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LABOR 


Directed by Emily Cohen Ibafiez 


Today immigrant farm workers make up an 
estimated 73% of agriculture workers in 
the United States, of which about between 
50 and 70 percent are undocumented. 


While precise data on youth farm workers 
does not exist, the Association of Farm- 
worker Opportunity Programs estimates 
that there are approximately 500,000 to 


TRIBUTE TO FELLOW WORKER 


ROGER YATES 


It has been tough to put this loss into 
words. With grief we have learned that our 
friend and IWW member Roger Yates has 
passed away due to illness. A comrade to 
all in the union who knew him. Squatter, 
anarcho-communist, writer and passion- 
ate musician. Missed but never forgotten. 


The passion and solidarity Roger held for 
those facing oppression in our community 
was both beautiful and motivating. 


On many occassions, Roger would be the 
first to let our members know about the 
issues facing members of the squatter 
and traveller communities in Bristol. 


An injury to one is an injury to all meant 


action to this fellow worker and from evic- 
tions to riots he was there side by side 
with us and still will be. 


The Bristol General Defence Committee 
owes its existance to Roger, from the 
Glenfrome Road eviction to burning cop 
Cars. 

@BristollWWw 


Tribute to Fellow Worker: Roger Yates 
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800,000 farmworkers under the age of 18. 


‘Fruits of Labor’ offers a new narrative 
about women workers that shows the nu- 
ances of how the global food system inter- 
sects with gender and family life. There will 
also be a Q&A opportunity with film direc- 
tor. 


The public hosting of this film is a great op- 
portunity for grassroots, fighting unions to 
come together to hear first hand the chal- 
lenges that agricultural workers face in 
front of climate change, institutionalised 
racism and capitalist exploitation; and ex- 
plore ways of building class solidarity links 
and opportunities for workers organising 
within the chain of production. 


This online event is created by Industrial 
Workers of the World (Ireland) as part of a 
series of events for Global May Day 2022. 


You can find our more about Global May 
Day and how your can participate by chick- 
ing on the following Global May Day 2022 
Twitter link and tickets for this event are 
limited. 

@GlobalMayDayNet 


IWW.ORG.UK/CYMRU 


Solway - Style 
MAY 


International 


Workers’ Day 


Music, singing, and food for the workers' struggles of 


the past and the future 


Dock Park Band Stand 


IWW Solway (Carlisle and Dumfries and 
Galloway) branch folded in the early 
noughties, and the remaining members 
became part of Clydeside Branch. 


Over the last year members in Dumfries 
have been working to revive the branch. 
We have held a number of social events 
(online and in-person), recruited some new 
members, attended pickets in solidarity 
with striking workers and have been doing 
our own workplace mapping and organis- 


ing. 


On the latter front, the activity of some of 
the new members has been exemplary. 


All of this activity is beginning to pay off. In 
response to the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine we organised an anti-war rally. 


Sunday, May 1 from 11:00am to 3:00pm 


About 100 people attended, which was one 
of the biggest demos in Dumfries town 
centre in recent years. 


As well as an IWW speaker, we had 
speakers from MOOL (a local refugee 
charity), Dumfries Trade Union Council, 
Educational Institute of Scotland (the 
main teachers’ Union in Scotland) and 
the Scottish Green Party. 


In addition to these pre-organised speak- 
ers, we had two impromptu speeches, one 
from a Syrian refugee whose son was 
trying to escape from Ukraine, and a 
moving speech from a local Russian immi- 
grant worker who talked about how there 
were many Russian people who opposed 
Putin’s war. 


IWW CONFERENCE 2022 
MAY 21st & 28rn 


Conference is the highest legislative 
body of the IWW, where all branches 
send delegates to debate and make 
decisions about important issues in the 
union. 


The event is taking place online on 
Zoom on Saturday 21st May. Please 
contact your branch if you would like to 
stand as a delegate. 


WE NEED YOU! 


We need volunteers to help run the 
event. We need Fellow Workers to: 

1 - Facilitate discusion 

2 - Zoom support & monitor chat 

3 - Take minutes of the meeting 

Can you help? Get in touch! 


Conference Organising Committee 
conference@iww.org.uk 


In recent months we have also had a dis- 
cussion on the Preamble to the IWW Con- 
stitution and an ‘Introduction to the IWW’ 
meeting, both of which attracted both exist- 
ing Wobs and people who are interested in 
finding out more about the IWW. 


One of the things which has helped us 
build, has been collaborating with existing 
organisations, where we share common 
ground. D&G Queerier (an LGBT+ organi- 
sation) have been crucial collaborators. 


Our latest joint venture is a May Day 
Picnic in the Park. 


GLASGOW 
MAY DAYS 


Worth supporting as is the May Day march 
in Glasgow. Members will be assembling at 
11am from George Sq to Kelvingrove Park 
that very same workers day. 


IWW members retrieve flags from walls 
(and under beds) and join the throng. The 
May Day picnic after the Bandstand rally 
will be at Kelvingrove. 


There is an opportunity though to picnic at 
Glasgow Green this Saturday 30th April 
from 12 noon supported by The Friends of 
the Peoples Palace and Winter Gardens. 


Clydeside IWW 


Vora? 


Wildcat Newsletter issue #26 (June 2022) 


We call upon members to write or report on 
what is happening in you area. 


We are particularly interested in campaign 
stories, organising, training, lessons 
learned, hints & tips. 


Around 250 - 300 words max. 
If you have an idea then please have a 
think about doing a write it up over the next 


couple of weeks. 


Please email: 


newsletter@iww.org.uk 


ONEBIGUNION.IE 


